Fox News Columnist Pays Big Price for Revi... http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/06/business...

[ - iy

Che New Jork imes

This copy is for your personal, noncommercial use only. You can order I JU LY 1?
presentation-ready copies for distribution to your colleagues, clients or et

customers here or use the "Reprints" tool that appears next to any
article. Visit www.ny treprints.com for samples and additional inf ormation.
Order a reprint of this article now.

April 6, 2009

Fox News Columnist Pays Big Price for Reviewing a Pirated Movie

By BROOKS BARNES

Roger Friedman, an entertainment columnist for Fox News.com, discovered over the weekendjust what Rupert Murdoch means

by “zerotolerance” when it comestomovie piracy.

On Friday,the film studio 20th Century Fox — ownedby the News Corporation,the media conglomerate ruled by Mr. Murdoch
— became angry after reading Mr.Friedman’slatest column.(Movie bloggershadstarted opining about it late Thursday,
alerting the studio.) The subject was “X-Men Origins:Wolverine,” abig-budget movie that wasleakedin unfinished form on

the Web last week.
Mr.Friedman posted a minireview,adding, “It took really less than seconds tostart playingit all right onto my computer.”

The film studio,which enlisted the F.B.I.last week to hunt the pirate,put out a statement calling Mr.Friedman’s column
“reprehensible,” among other things. Then the News Corporation weighedin with its own statement,sayingit asked had Fox

Newstoremove the column fromits Web site. (It did.)

Over the weekend,the Web site Deadline Hollywood Daily reportedthat Mr.Friedman had been dismissed. Sure enough, on
Sunday came arevised statement from the News Corporation. “When we advised Fox News of the facts,” the statement said,

“they promptly terminated Mr.Friedman.”

Interestingly,Fox Newshasbeenrelatively silent.In a statement released on Sunday,the network said, “Thisisan internal

matter that we aren’t preparedto discuss at thistime.”
Effortstoreach Mr.Friedman were unsuccessful.
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