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Fox News Columnist Pays Big Price for Reviewing a Pirated Movie

By  BROOKS BARNES

Roger  Fr i edman, an enter tai nment col umni st  for  Fox N ew s.com, di scov er ed ov er  the w eek end just  w hat Ruper t  Mur doch means

by  “zer o tol er ance” w hen i t  comes to mov i e pi r acy .

On Fr i day , the f i l m studi o 20th Centur y  Fox  — ow ned by  the N ew s Cor por ati on, the medi a congl omer ate r ul ed by  Mr . Mur doch

— became angr y  af ter  r eadi ng Mr . Fr i edman’s l atest  col umn. (Mov i e bl ogger s had star ted opi ni ng about i t  l ate Thur sday ,

al er ti ng the studi o.) The subject  w as “X-Men Or i gi ns: W ol v er i ne,” a bi g-budget mov i e that  w as l eak ed i n unf i ni shed for m on

the W eb l ast  w eek .

Mr . Fr i edman posted a mi ni r ev i ew , addi ng, “It  took  r eal l y  l ess than seconds to star t  pl ay i ng i t  al l  r i ght onto my  computer .”

The f i l m studi o, w hi ch enl i sted the F.B.I. l ast  w eek  to hunt the pi r ate, put  out a statement cal l i ng Mr . Fr i edman’s col umn

“r epr ehensi bl e,” among other  thi ngs. Then the N ew s Cor por ati on w ei ghed i n w i th i ts ow n statement, say i ng i t  ask ed had Fox

N ew s to r emov e the col umn f r om i ts W eb si te. (It  di d.)

Ov er  the w eek end, the W eb si te Deadl i ne Hol l y w ood Dai l y  r epor ted that  Mr . Fr i edman had been di smi ssed. Sur e enough, on

Sunday  came a r ev i sed statement f r om the N ew s Cor por ati on. “W hen w e adv i sed Fox  N ew s of  the facts,” the statement sai d,

“they  pr omptl y  ter mi nated Mr . Fr i edman.”

Inter esti ngl y , Fox  N ew s has been r el ati v el y  si l ent. In a statement r el eased on Sunday , the netw or k  sai d, “Thi s i s an i nter nal

matter  that  w e ar en’t  pr epar ed to di scuss at  thi s t i me.”

Ef for ts to r each Mr . Fr i edman w er e unsuccessful .

BROOKS BARN ES

 

        

 

Fox News Columnist Pays Big Price for Revi... http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/06/business...

1 of 1 04/07/2009 12:12 PM


