NSF/NRO Broader Impacts Brown Bag

Guest Speakers:  Mary Jean Harrold, Maureen Biggers, Janet Kolodner
The NSF Research Organization hosted a brown bag to show examples of possible Broader Impacts (BI) activities.  Proposers should consider what types of activities best suit their interest, while enhancing the broader impacts of the projects being using. In general the following guideline should be used (taken from NSF Broader Impacts evaluation criteria): 

[image: image1.emf]
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How well does proposed activity advocate discovery (broader participation)

Careful consideration should be given to the following in making funding decisions

· Broader impacts statements must be addressed in abstract/outline

· Designing projects

Will not make a non competitive proposal competitive – but may be deciding factor if the proposal is competitive
Proposed BI activity should be related to proposal research

Integrates/utilizes other existing programs 

Addresses more than 1 proposed activity


Include minority schools that can’t otherwise compete

Continued research by PI – commitment to broadening participation 



Include underrepresented minority students 


 
-CRA




-HCBU
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Undergraduates can be being utilized

CRA


Use graduate students from under-represented groups 

Meaning of Broader Impacts: How is the research going to impact society?

Use “and – then” emphasis

Structure proposal to fit usage (ex. HCI, Networking, Theory, Education)

Consider how people on outside would be impacted by research
Write about dissemination

Making is available to other groups of people and show how the community outside of your research is impacted

Making it accessible in education

Accessible to people who might need it

Publishing 

Success breads success 


Adding to research that is successful 
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Examples of broader impact programs:

UROC

Encourage women & under represented minorities

Foster mentoring to “at risk” groups


Train graduate students to mentor


Good retention rate

ICE @ Tech


K-12 outreach


Partnership w/State of Georgia 


Communicate understanding


Target gifted & minority students 

Broadening Participation 


Demos


Using under represented groups of students


Poster session (publishing)

Make broader impacts useful – not just for money

Focus on achievement of project 

Show how broader impacts integrate into your work

Make your broader impacts statements explicit 
